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Project Purpose 
 

The Applied Innovation Center at DRI is a Knowledge Fund sponsored start-up in the data and 

analytics space. We leverage the intellectual capital of more than 100 DRI faculty and 60 years of 

environmental science research to focus on four main areas of applied research: Climate, weather and 

energy nexus; Internet of things and remote sensing; Engineering and design, and; Life Sciences and 

informatics. From these 4 core areas we are able to: 1) Build platforms (hardware and software) for 

industry; 2) leverage these platforms for sponsored projects; 3) Create jobs; 4) write new and more 

competitive grants, and; 5) build or help build high tech companies in NV.  

 

These activities encompass 6 of the 7 core KF Metrics and 3 of the 5 secondary KF Metrics. The first 

year of the AIC was largely spent recruiting and building a team. We recruited a business development 

leader (Mr. Brian Speicher), an impact faculty member (Dr. Kimothy Smith) who was the initial 

director of the AIC, a postdoc fellow (Dr. Rajat Mehrotra) and five programmers (1 has since left). We 

built a leadership team internally that consists of 1 faculty member from each division and the division 

directors. The faculty members were written into the KF proposal while the division directors are 

advisory.  

 

Since inception, a significant amount of time has been spent canvassing DRI and assembling an IP asset 

list and an operating scheme which now guides where the AIC could work in leveraging analytics with 

core expertise in Environmental Sciences. The AIC’s development plan is predicated on aggressive 

outreach to commercial customers, leading to private sector contracts by leveraging our core 

knowledge base. Research contracts with government agencies are important in the start-up phase but 

the new business opportunity lies in research and development services for commercial enterprises. 

Institutions such as Fraunhofer, SRI, Battelle, and Exponent have all successfully executed similar 

business models. 

 

The AIC partners with businesses to help translate scientific ideas into practical solutions using 

multiple revenue models: fee-based services, contracts, equity and licensing. The AIC serves 

businesses within and outside Nevada. As the AIC expands its business reach it will become a viable 

economic alternative towards financial sustainability for public research institutions like DRI that rely 

on federal funding. Some of the specific industries targeted by the AIC in year 1, specifically related to 

core DRI expertise including energy, water and the environment, transportation, security, 

communication, information, defense, mining, manufacturing and building, construction and 

infrastructure. 

 

The role of applied science is to translate fundamental knowledge into prototypes, designs, inventions 

or solutions that can be commercialized by enterprises. The AIC's "product offering" is innovation 

services involving data analytics, front-end and back-end computational support and content creation 

in environmental science. DRI's research scientists support and enhance AIC’s product as subject 

matter experts and content creators. DRI researchers in turn, are supported in their research by the 

enhanced computational capabilities of the AIC and as a “portal” to commercialization potential. 
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Section I: Project Progress 
  

The major goal in year 1 was to build out the AIC team and inventory internal and external business 

opportunities. It was a challenge to merge the concept of the AIC and its private sector focus with the 

identity of a sixty-year-old environmental research institute used to surviving on federal grants and 

contracts.  

 

During the first year, the AIC made significant progress toward building a world-class team and 

identifying how it would build a sustainable applied research center within DRI.  Major 

accomplishments for the reporting period include: 

 

1. Team build out. 

 

Eight members of the AIC team were hired in year 1 (one has since left for family reasons). This 

was an important achievement – especially given the role played by Mr. Brian Speicher in bridging 

the conversation between the private sector and the DRI subject matter experts. 

 

2. EMS Genomics, LLC. 

 

EMS Genomics was borne out of DRI research and a partnership with Mr. Carl Staub the founder of 

Lumenautix. Lumenautix is a company that develops light engines for specialized applications. In 

many ways the Knowledge Fund and the commitment to applied research in NV made the 

agreement between DRI and EMS Genomics possible. The company committed to doing at least 

$275,000 of R&D at DRI in 2014. This work centered around building and testing a new light 

engine for specialized compound discovery in plants. The work is ongoing and is being expanded.  

 

3. Proposal writing in new AIC focal areas. 

 

Two large DOE proposals in cybersecurity and cyberinfrastructure were submitted during the first 

year and represented new areas of research at DRI. These were made possible by KF investments 

and DRI’s recent hiring of Mr. Chris Ipsen, the CIO and CSO. The AIC contributed to numerous 

proposals during year 1 and helped contribute to more than a $1m in new funding at DRI.   

 

4. Incipient stage of DRI platform development 

 

Three projects were intended to form a basis of platform development at DRI. The AIC began work 

on an NDOT traffic monitoring and analytics portal. The AIC began a business and science dialog 

with the company Ascel Bio. The AIC began discussions with DRI faculty member Dr. Dave Decker 

on commercialization potential of the Acuity/Remas environmental monitoring portal.  
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5. Additional Accomplishments 

 

a. Software development environment build-out: As was previously reported, the AIC acquired 

a versatile development server platform that utilizes commodity hardware, is scalable and 

flexible for future use while providing a basis for the immediate work needs of the AIC. The 

software provider Hortonworks was selected to provide service and support in running 

Apache Hadoop/HDFS development platform. Hortonworks is one of the most flexible and 

widely used Hadoop providers in industry today. 

b. Desert Research Corporation: Brian Speicher “dusted off” the Desert Research Corporation. 

This is a Nevada C-corp that will act as a commercialization and business portal to for-profit 

activities at DRI and the AIC. 

c. Proposal writing in new areas: Aside from the DOE proposal mentioned above the AIC 

submitted 5 smaller proposals to the NIH, DoD and Army in areas that were new to DRI prior 

to KF investment. 

6. Commercialization / Partnering 

 

The AIC sales sheet represents a list of companies in our pipeline.  

 

7. Intellectual Property 

 

Two patent applications were submitted to attorneys for review in the first year.  

 

Table 1.  Patent Applications 
 

  Applications       

 

System for the controlled 
manipulation of single-celled 
organism physiology and 
bioproduct production 

Grzymski and 
Staub 

instrumentation and 
method Prelim attny submittal 

 

A method using differential RNA-
sequence analysis for the 
identification of epitopes and 
drug targets in pathogens 

Grzymski, Read 
and Neveux system and method Prelim attny submittal 

     

     Issued       

None 

 

8. Programmatic & Project Changes 
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[Section is reserved and will be used only if needed.  Summary of material changes to project 

scope and mission, e.g. addition or removal of job roles, any unforeseen needs, changes in 

budget, or other material changes in direction] 

 

9. Looking Forward 

 

Please see 3rd quarter 2015 report as this report was written in October. 

 

Section II: Performance 

 Table 2: Progress Toward Metrics 

Knowledge Fund Report Metrics 

Primary Categories Inception to June 30, 2015     

Companies Moved to NV 1 
 

  
Start-up companies 1 

 
  

Jobs Created 2 
 

  
IP Licenses 0 

 
  

IP Revenue 0 
 

  
Grants Received/Affiliated 420,000/750,000 

 
  

Sponsored Research (Contracts/$) 1/320,480     

    
 

  
Secondary Categories   

 
  

Patents (Filed/Awarded) 0 
 

  

Students placed with Companies N/A 
 

  
Impact Faculty Hired 5 

 
  

Gifts/Donations to KF Projects N/A 
 

  
Student Internships  2 

 
  

        

Notes: All Values are for booked amounts since inception. 
   

Companies moved to NV – Ascel Bio, Inc was moved to NV during this period. 

Start-up Companies:  

EMS Genomics, LLC. Company began doing R&D at DRI during this period and committed to doing 

at least $275,000 in R&D. By the end of June 30, 2015 the company had done $320,480 in R&D at 

DRI. 

Jobs Created: 

EMS Genomics, LLC created two jobs from the R&D work. 

Intellectual Property Licenses: 

 The AIC in start-up mode did not license IP. 

Intellectual Property Revenue: 

0. 

Grants received:  
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The AIC received grants or were principal recipient of grant funds of $420,000 from an NSF grant, a 

military grant, a climate/weather grant and an NSF EPSCOR grant. The AIC was included on two 

affiliate grants that will bring the center ~750,000 in monies. 

Sponsored research: 

AIC and DRI did sponsored research with EMS Genomics.  

Impact Faculty hired: 

AIC searched and hired five key positions: a senior director (Dr. Kimothy Smith until May 1 then Dr. 

Joe Grzymski), a business development leader (Brian Speicher), a postdoctoral fellow (Dr. Rajat 

Mehrota) and two senior programmers (Dr. Adrienne Breland and Mr. Steve Sweet).  The AIC also 

temporarily hired Mr. Andy Joros and Mr. Andrew Vitale. We expect both to convert to full-time 

faculty in Q1 2016.  

Student Internships: 

The AIC with KF support sponsored 2 summer internships. The two internships were in public health. 

 

Section III: Budget 
 

AIC General Salary supported between 7-8 FTE on average including the senior director, business 

development leader, 4 programmers, 1 post-doc and 1 faculty member and 2 interns. At the end of Q2, 

Dr. Smith switched to half-time at the AIC and Dr. Grzymski assumed the senior director position. 

 

The AIC Knowledge fund budget was broken into 8 categories of funding. AIC General Salary covers the 

IMPACT FACULTY hires and AIC staff positions (including the director). The oversight and leadership 

positions (3) are in each division. This is a quarter time FTE position to facilitate oversight of the AIC 

and provide leadership regarding building a portfolio of applied research products from each division.  

 

Asset development is for specifically identified development of DRI assets or assets being developed in 

collaboration or cooperation with the private sector. Faculty development is for investments in faculty 

who have technology/software or other know-how that may show promise in our business 

development pipeline. This small amount of money is distributed to faculty at the discretion of the 

director and business development leader.  

 

Software, technology and equipment category is for the computational, storage and visualization 

assets necessary for the AIC business and technology development plan. Travel is for business 

development travel, client meetings and subject matter expert appropriate conferences. For example, 

in Q2 Mr. Speicher attended the SOLID conference in San Jose and met with more than 20 companies. 

Dr. Grzymski attend the BIO conference in Philadelphia and met with many companies and country 

business development groups as well as giving a talk about the AIC. 

 

Table 3 below reflects the aggregated budget spend from April 1 2014 through June 30, 2015 across 

the eight categories. 
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Table 3.  AIC Expenditures  

AIC Expenditures 
For Reporting Period 

April 1, 2014 – June 30, 2015 

  

Actual Expenses 

  Inception through Q2 15 

    

  AIC General Salary  $715,847  

  DHS Oversight/Leadership  $7,720  

  DAS Oversight/Leadership  $29,779  

  DEES Oversight/Leadership  $21,393  

  Asset Development  $13,666  

  Faculty Development  $15,878  

  Software, Tech & Equipment  $115,946  

  Travel  $10,678  

  Total  $930,907  

   

Table 4 displays money flowing into the AIC from external sources.  This is “income” from booked 

grants and contracts. Thus, the numbers below are actual dollars expended in the reporting period 

based in AIC expertise/know-how and personnel. We received public sector grant money related to 

work in weather, transportation and military work. Private sector revenue came from the company 

EMS Genomics, LLC.  

 

Table 4.  Recognized Income 

AIC INCOME 
For Reporting Period 

April 1, 2014 – June 30, 2015 

  

Actual Income 

  Inception through Q2 15 

    

  Federal Grants / Contracts  $380,000  

  Private Sector Contracts  $320,480  

  IP Revenue  $-    

  GIFTS  $-    

  Other Contributions  $-    

  Knowledge Fund  $-    

  Total  $700,480  
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 Section IV: Weekly Logs of AIC Activities from Inception through Q2 2015 

23.06.2014 

Progress on current AIC projects and new/potential AIC projects listed below.  
Contact lists updated. 
Heather set up meeting with Tom Jackman to get status of other current AIC projects.  

New/Potential Projects 

Chase International: 
DRI invited to open house luncheon June 25

th
. 

DRI to potentially use renderings of some properties in our simulations.  
AIC to potentially assist in marketing – visualization capabilities to remotely view 
properties.  

UNLV Design Center: 
Alan met with Ken McGowan (director of UNLV Design Center) June 18

th
. 

AIC to potentially assist in programming and visualization for air quality, 
hydrologic (flooding), and ecosystem modeling.  

Intel: 
Alan met with Dan Hugo (Intel Corp computer expert) on June 18

th
. 

Interest in AIC help with UAS ground based and airborne Sense and Avoid, and 
control and communications: computing, visualization, sensors, modeling, field 
operations, networking. 

 

 

Current Projects 

MWH:   
DRI will send them a machine with our software loaded on it by June 27

th
.  

Discussed Sept 5
th

 demo date.  
Matt funded 3-4 weeks. 
They are interested in Matt writing more advanced functionality for tablet.  
Unrealistic for Adrienne to get up to speed to help on project.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

26.06.2014 3:00 VPR Office 

Attendees 
Alan Gertler, Marc Pitchford, Joe Grzymski, Dave Decker, Karsten 
Heise (remote), Jenny Frayer, Heather Green, Mark Monroe, 
Adrienne Breland 

Discussion 

Adrienne Breland, new AIC programmer, introduced herself. Her background is in 
computer science, specifically bioinformatics. Find her and introduce yourself to learn 
more. 

Alan sent memo to those working on Faculty Senate PureSystems IPAs that the system 
will be offline starting in August. 
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Alan gave AIC update at Knowledge Fund meeting on June 24
th

.  

Current projects: 
MWH: DRI sent them a machine with our software loaded on it to aid with the 
visualization project.  
GE: need to contact for no-cost extension 
NSF-EPSCoR: Adrienne will take over, will contact Fred Harris  
NASA: Mark will take over, UNR contacts gone until August  

Status of Positions – Business Development 
On-site interviews for 3 candidates starting July 10

th
. Committee compiling 

interview questions. 

Status of Positions – Technical Lead 
On-site interviews for 3 candidates starting July 2

nd
.  

Status of Positions – Post-Docs 
Rajat Mehrotra – accepted offer, starts July 8

th
  

Search on hold for other positions until Business Development and Technical Lead are 
hired. 

Status of Positions – Programmers 
Mark Monroe – started June 1 
Adrienne Breland – started June 16 

Will hold off on additional hiring until workload and skill set needs are determined.  

 

Agenda Items for next meeting 

Updates on Positions 

Additional business contacts 

Additional information on current projects 

Action Items 
Person 
Responsible 

Deadline 

Mark Monroe to meet with Rick Susfalk Mark Monroe July 9 

Alan to contact GE about no-cost extension Alan Gertler July 9 

Jenny to change DRI PI on NASA project Jenny Frayer July 9 

   

   

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

07.07.2014 

Progress on new/potential AIC projects listed below.  
Contact lists updated. 
Heather met with Tom Jackman to get status of other current AIC projects.  

New/Potential Projects 

NCET Event – Tech Wednesday: 
DRI/AIC hosted June event. 
Highlighted DRIVE6 Visual Reality Lab. 

Inquiri: 
James Elste – CEO of Inquiri (web-based collective decision-making application) 
Will wait for AIC BD and TL hires to interact with.  
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Current Projects (as per Tom Jackman) 

 

NASA (Research ID 12111): 
Computer vision, robotics, and immersive visualization 
187k remaining through 8/31/15 
George Bebis (UNR) - PI 
Need new DRI PI 
Mark to take over programming? 

NSF-EPSCoR (Research ID 14328): 
Western Consortium for Watershed Analysis, Visualization, and Exploration (WC-
WAVE) – develop virtual watershed 
124k? remaining through 7/31/16 
Fred Harris (UNR) - PI 
Adrienne to take over programming 

NevCAN (acct # 6224-650-5903): 
Better interface for NevCAN database 
63k remaining until ? 
Lynn Fenstermaker – PI 
Website up, data not updated live, not much data 
Mark will know where Tim Brown’s people left off  
Mark and Adrienne could pick project up  

GE (Research ID 12345): 
Asset condition monitoring using virtual reality 
58k remaining through 6/30/14 
Contract has expired, needs no-cost extension 
Project is technically done, but underwhelming (used dummy data)  
Matt is best to finish 

CAVE-UNR (Research ID 12344): 
UNR Psych Dept research/visual test from using CAVE 
7k remaining through 6/30/15 
Gideon Caplovitz – UNR contact 
They have been inactive, not a priority 
No deliverable, they paid for DRIVE6 time 

NSF-EPSCoR Nexus (Research ID 14606): 
Data stream processing 
Sergiu Dascalu (UNR) – PI, Markus Berli (DRI) – PI 
2 weeks of Tom’s time can be transferred to Mark  
1-2 yrs remaining on project 
Heather waiting on ARGIS access for more info 

 

 

 

 

14.07.2014 

Personnel updates 
Business leads: new and updates to current  

Personnel updates 

Business Development Lead: Interviews and presentations held 7/9 and scheduled for 
7/14 and 7/15. 

Technical Lead: Interviews and presentations held 7/8 and 7/10. Feedback requests due 
7/15. 
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Business leads 

 

Chase International: Alan met with Leah Wagner and Craig King (COO) 7/3/14,  
Setting up meeting to show DRIVE6 

Spin Games: Alan setting up meeting to show DRIVE6 

CVirtual: Alan setting up meeting to show DRIVE6 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

21.07.2014 

Progress on personnel searches listed below. 
Heather left for maternity leave passing her duties temporarily to Sophie Baker.  

Personnel searches 

Business development lead: 
The second candidate was interviewed and gave presentation on Monday 7/14.  
The third candidate was interviewed and gave presentation on Tuesday 7/15.  
Feedback from DRI personnel on all three candidates was requested by Friday 
7/18. 

Technical lead: 
Interviews and presentations complete. Feedback was requested from DRI 
personnel on all three candidates by Tuesday 7/15.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

04.08.2014 

Update on business leads 
Quarterly report 

Business Leads 

Frost Data Capital:  
Alan had a phone conversation with COO, Peter Karanikas, on 7/23. This company 
is a VC/incubator with 19 companies currently onboard. They are interested in 
partnerships on big data technologies.  

Chase International 
Alan continued conversations with Chase: met with them on 7/23 and gave them a 
tour of DRIVE6 on 7/29. The three new contacts that follow have been brought to 
DRI by Chase. 
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Ashima Devices: 
A UAV company in the process of moving to Nevada. Their technology includes a 
UAV that can scan the inside of a building and make an accurate 3D rendering. 
Their technology is a perfect synergy to what Chase is considering using DRIVE6 
for. At the request of Chase, Scott Thorne and Larry Lambert from Ashima Devices 
attended a tour of DRIVE6 on 7/29. 

Spin Games: 
Alan met with Creative Director, Dean Kawada, of this animation/gaming company 
this week as a follow up the 7/23 meeting with Chase.  

CVirtual 
Alan met with CEO, Susan Moreno, of this executive recruitment company as a 
follow up the 7/23 meeting with Chase. 

 

Quarterly Report 

The first AIC quarterly report (for March 31
st

 to July 31
st

) was submitted to ARGIS on July 
30

th
 and to GOED on July 31

st
. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

08.25.2014 

Update on business leads 

Business Leads 

Ascel Bio 

¶ After discussions with Ascel-Bio last week, the current version of their software 

and product documentation was received by email.  

¶ As a next step, software and functional requirements will be discussed more. This 

will be helpful in preparing the requirement document and phase wi se 
development plan. 

IBM Academic Initiative 
Rajat, Mark, and Karsten met with Nanci Night of IBM Academic Initiative on 8/22.  

¶ They discussed a possible collaboration between AIC and the IBM Academic 

Initiative program, and the type of resources available to AIC under the free 
licensing program. 

¶ They also discussed access to IBM cloud computing resources available to AIC as 

development resources. 
¶ As a next step, AIC will browse through all the programs and resources available 

as part of Academic Initiative and plan to utilize them per the agreement.  
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09.08.2014 

Status of positions 
General activity 
Potential projects 

Status of positions 

Business Development Lead 
Brian Speicher started at DRI on Tuesday, September 2nd 

General activity 

Kimothy met with Jeff Pickett to discuss coordination with the Research Park and, Human 
Health Predictive Analytics opportunities 

An initial development hardware configuration for the AIC was finalized  

Kimothy met with Bernard Bach to share Nevada Industry Outreach files 

 

Potential Projects 

Kimothy worked on coordinating a proposal submission with Kent Hoekman/CTREC and 
GTI for DOE ARPA-E 

 

 

 

 

09.22.2014 

New business leads 
Project development 
Events planned 

New business leads 

Kimothy met with James Schmitt of Human Analytics, LLC to discuss the AIC and DRI 
performing human and environmental impact statements.  

Kimothy met with Jessica Molesworth, Associate VP of Van Scoyoc Associates, Inc., to 
discuss Big Data funding opportunities and arranging a meeting with the NIH Program 
Manager over their Big Data to knowledge program. 

AIC initiated a dialogue with Clear Capital - a Truckee, CA company interested in 
relocating to the Reno area, and in collaborating with DRI/AIC.  

A number of additional leads have been presented to the AIC staff, and we are working to 
prioritize them.  As well, we continue to introduce ourselves to the various stakeholders in Reno 
and northern NV. 

Project development 

Follow-up meetings are scheduled with both Cirrus Systems and Inqiri for the coming week, where 
we will drill deeper into their business needs and how we might address those opportunities 
through collaboration. 
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We continue to discuss a work plan with Ascel Bio.  There is uncertainty around the manner in 
which they want to ramp up their business capability/infrastructure.  We have requested that their 
programmers sit with DRI staff to hammer out the details of what will likely be two separate 
proposals for AIC services. 

Events planned 

AIC is hosting an on-campus lunch-time demonstration of technology with Pinoccio tomorrow. All 
DRI faculty and staff are invited.  

We have made plans to have an AIC booth at the Manufacturing in Nevada industry meeting on 
October 1-2 in Sparks.  

We have made plans to attend the Nevada Telemedicine conference tomorrow and Wednesday 
(September 23-24) in Sparks. 

 

 

 

 

09.29.2014 

Business/project development 
Existing Projects 

Business/project development 

Fingerprinting Express 
Kimothy introduced Dave and Monica Pappas of Fingerprinting Express to Stacy 
Mueller from Nevada Industry Excellence who will help with their POS/queueing 
issues, and defining their larger needs for information gathering  and secure 
storage. They have arranged a meeting. 

Inqiri 
AIC has signed a quote for a pilot subscription with Inqiri (James Elste). The cost 
on the quote is $0.00, but the document will bring a subscription agreement into 
force, so that there are standard protections for AIC data, and Inqiri can provide its 
service. 
AIC hosted the firm on Friday (9/26), and began to define more specifically under 
confidentiality how we might help them with two analytical projects, and how we 
might shape a business agreement that suits the needs of all parties.  We await 
word on their round of financing to continue our dialogue.  

Ascel Bio 
AIC continues to work on two proposals to support the build-out of their disease 
surveillance analysis and reporting capability.  

Cirrus Systems 
We hosted the firm on Wednesday (9/24), and received a technical briefing under 
confidentiality concerning areas of potential collaboration.  We agreed that there 
was alignment in our capabilities and interests, and a template Master Services 
Agreement was forwarded to our Cirrus contact for review.  We are tasked with 
setting up follow-on meetings focused on the individual areas of endeavor.  
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Pinoccio 
Members of Pinoccio were on-site early in the week for the first AIC sponsored 
industry/product demo, and later in the week to discuss a potential 
collaboration.  A Master Services Agreement was sent to their team for review.  

Existing Projects 

The AIC has just completed the successful execution of an advanced analytics contract for a 
leading Nevada business and their customer (MWH) and is discussing expanding its visualization 
capability to better serve industry customers. DRI/AIC hosted MWH last week; they spent much of 
the week walking through their facility plans in the DRIVE6. 

 

 

 

 

 

10.06.2014 

Business/project development 
General outreach 

Business/project development 

Ascel Bio 
AIC continues to work on two proposals for development of custom software 
solutions. 

Bowhead 
Received nondisclosure agreement for signature to develop custom UAS software.  

Cirrus Systems 
MSA is still under review by client.  

Clear Capital 
AIC assisted in a DRI proposal to have Clear Capital relocate to the Dandini 
Business Park. Part of the economic incentive to relocate would be a research 
collaboration between the AIC and DRI.  

Inqiri 
Awaiting news about a round of financing that allows our collaboration discussion 
to proceed. 

General outreach 

Hosted a contingent of German legislators, providing an overview of the AIC, and demonstrating 
the DRIVE6. 

Participated in the Manufacturing in Nevada conference, making a number of contacts with 
potential leads, and discussing the mission of the AIC. 

 

 

 

10.13.2014 

Business/project development 
General outreach 
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Business/project development 

Ascel Bio 
Forwarded two proposals outlining how AIC might support their business with 
software and web site development work. Waiting for confirmation of conceptual 
alignment. 

General outreach 

City of Reno 
Met with City of Reno Manager Andrew Clinger. The AIC was invited to explore the 
City's current project focused on data analytics and more efficient governance.  

Department of Commerce/EDA Visit 
Provided a brief AIC overview and hosted a visit to DRIVE6 for David Martin from the 
Department of Commerce/EDA.  Pitched the value of continued development of 
infrastructure around the DRI campus/Research Park, and how we might leverage that in 
partnering messages to prospective companies with whom we might speak; as well, we 
pitched how we could use assets like the DRIVE6 to support the work of the EDA itself - 
e.g., allowing visualization of planned construction projects. Mr. Martin stated that we 
should contact him directly if we find ourselves with a prospective Research Park 
relocation partner - as the EDA would want to support any agreed-to construction project. 

Northern Nevada Business Weekly 
Conducted an interview with John Seelmeyer, the editor of this periodical, where we 
described the mission and the vision for the AIC. 

Start-Up Row Tour  
Participated in a tour of Start-up Row with a host of entrepreneurial stakeholders from the 
City of Reno, UNR, EDAWN, NV Governor’s Office, Reno Gazette Journal, and start-up 
executives.  

AIC marketing material 
Continued to update the market message/AIC market materials with more focused talking 
points and brand posture.   

 

 

10.20.2014 

Business/project development 

Business/project development 

DRI/AIC/UNR proposal to NSF 
A mulch-disciplinary team of researchers from DRI/AIC and UNR has been formed 
to prepare a proposal for "Interdisciplinary Research in Hazards and Disasters 
NSF-SEES (Hazards)". The AIC will contribute by developing an advanced data 
ingestion platform and data visualization/analytics tools to improve risk 
management and community preparedness in case of natural and technological 
hazards. 
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City of Reno 
AIC established a dialogue with Kate Thomas at the office of management and 
budget for the City of Reno.  Ms. Thomas is leading a multidisciplinary team of 
Reno stakeholders focused on a set of city priorities which includes the gathering 
and analysis of data in an effort to support decision-making across a diverse set of 
civic platforms.  

Ascel Bio 
The client approved the conceptual proposals AIC provided to it the prior week, and has 
asked that the specific project plans be assembled, to include time and spend estimates. 

Inqiri 
AIC worked with Inqiri on a proposed roll-out of an internal survey by Inqiri to collect DRI-
wide feedback concerning the AIC and its operating mandate.  Participants will be asked 
to offer their sentiment across a range of queries, with the likelihood that follow-up queries 
will be asked to focus on areas of particular interest. 

Pinoccio 
AIC worked on a grant proposal with Pinoccio whereby the AIC will partner with 
the firm and a 3rd party, Caterpillar, on innovative sensor systems in large 
industrial vehicles. 

Center of Excellence (COE) 
AIC worked on a memorandum of understanding (MOU) with Nate Allen of the 
Center of Excellence with respect to how the AIC might provide COE clients with 
data analytics, high performance computing and data visualization capabilities 
individually and in the midst of larger partnering agreements.  

 

 

 

10.27.2014 

Business/project development 

Business/project development 

Ascel Bio 
Began a dialogue with CFO Chris Cook concerning the evaluation of Ascel Bio 
relative to the consideration of structuring a financing deal for proposed work on 
their enterprise scale disease surveillance platforms.  Technical proposals 
expected to be released by EOB Tuesday, October 28. 

IBM 
The AIC joined other DRI colleague to welcome IBM executive Cathy Rodgers to 
campus, and brief her on the work being done around the Divisions and within the 
Centers, particularly as it relates to the IBM systems. 



DRI Applied Innovation Center 

 

 
                                                Page 18 

 

Cathexes / Unique Infrastructure Group 
Met twice with this urban development syndicate to discuss 1) an Internet of Things 
project being considered in downtown Reno, and 2) a two-step economic development 
mission whereby they plan to chaperone a variety of technology/software firms from the 
UK (and their regional economic advisors) who plan to relocate to northern NV. 

NAI Alliance 
Briefly hosted a representative from Agrium, a large agricultural/chemical company who is 
looking for a fertilizer blending facility, and eventually an agricultural R&D center. 

NanoLabz 
Had an introductory call with Jesse Adams of NanoLabz.  This  entrepreneur has 3 
ventures in different stages of development that he is interested in discussing with 
the AIC team. 

UAS Regional Economic Development Planning Meeting 
The AIC is hosting the UAS symposium on October 30 on the DRI campus.  
Planning for the meeting began, and participants discussed the strategy and 
content of presentations. 

 

 

 

 

 

11.03.2014 

Business/project development 
General outreach 
Reporting to GOED 

Business/project development 

Ascel Bio 
The client accepted our proposal for building an enterprise scale disease surveillance 
system. We await financial information from the firm to structure the financing of the 
project. 

City of Reno 
Met with Kate Thomas, Director, Office of Management and Budget for the City Of 
Reno.  Given their inexperience with data systems, Ms. Thomas' strategy team has asked 
that the AIC team assist the city in conducting diligence and selecting a data/dashboard 
vendor.  We volunteered to host the first demo meeting on their behalf with the firm 
Socrata. 

Cathexes / Unique Infrastructure Group 
Met with the Economic Development Syndicate at 250 Bell St.  We continued to discuss 
the agenda for the upcoming visit by economic development representatives from 
England. 

Tableau 
On 10/30/14, we hosted the data dashboard firm Tableau for a DRI-wide demo of their 
software capabilities. 
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Cirrus Systems 
Met with Cirrus Systems, and discussed contract research pricing/agreement 
options.  Also, discussed the shuffling of project priority at Cirrus, where the emphasis 
now sits with the development of proposals around water resource management at a 
novel wafer fabrication facility. 

General outreach 

Collaboration with the DRI divisions 
Met with division directors Thomas and Pitchford concerning collaboration with the 
AIC.  Potential avenues of project development were discussed.  As well, the proposal to 
present an introductory AIC overview session at upcoming division meetings was 
accepted by both division directors. 

UAS Regional Economic Development Planning Meeting 
The AIC hosted this meeting.  An AIC overview was provided to the group of 
approximately 30 attendees; Associate Research Prof. Ken McGwire gave a presentation 
highlighting his expertise in remote sensing/data analysis; TMCC instructor Mark Sharp 
provided an overview of his inaugural curricula meant to train students in UAS systems – 
building, maintenance, flight. 

Reporting to GOED 

We began preparing the second quarterly / first annual report to fulfil the reporting requirements of 
the AIC to GOED. This report is due early next week. 

 

 

 

11.10.2014 

Business/project development 
General activity 

Business/project development 
 

Inqiri 
Met with Inqiri to generate a framework for an AIC proposal to support their credit scoring 
predictive model. 

 
 

Pure Energy Minerals  
Met with representatives from Pure Energy Minerals – a start-up mining operation 
focused on eco-conserving lithium extraction.  They are interested in DRI/AIC supporting 
their pilot demonstration of technology, and working with Jim Thomas/expertise in DHS. 

 
 

Northwest x Northwest project 
Hosted Paul Vatistas and Ian Grieve from the Northwest x Northwest project.  The team 
provided an overview of the AIC, and an extensive demonstration of the DRIVE6 was 
provided. 

 
 

Noble energy 
Met with Jim Thomas to discuss a business development strategy for approaching Noble 
energy. 
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Washoe County manager 
Met with John Slaughter, the Washoe County manager, concerning DRI/AIC 
capabilities.  He was provided a tour of the DRIVE6 as well. 

 

General activity 

Provided a periodic report and presentation to the Knowledge Fund Board. 

 
Continued to conduct diligence towards aligning the AIC with a software systems 
vendor.  Discussions were held with Hortonworks and Cloudera to understand services, 
capabilities, and cost. 
 

 

 

11.17.2014 

Business/project development 
General activity 

Business/project development 

 
Access Event Solutions  

Toured the corporate facility and conducted an exploratory conversation with Reno-based 
firm Access Event Solutions.   Karsten Heise introduced the AIC to this client, who 
operates in the event access control / entertainment business.  They are seeking support 
in developing a strategic path to utilize data analytics and implement a POS system for 
event-patron transactions. 

 

 
City of Reno  

Hosted a software demonstration by the firm Socrata in conjunction with a team from the 
City of Reno.  Kate Thomas, the current Director, OMB of the City of Reno brought her 
team of diverse city stakeholders to DRI to have the AIC support their diligence of a 
potential data/data visualization vendor.  It is expected that Ms. Thomas and her team will 
come to DRI for the next 2 vendor presentations, and the AIC team will support their 
decision-making process. 

  

General activity 

Conducted the first DRI-wide AIC Stakeholder meeting, and an “Introduction to AIC” meeting to 
interested members of the DEES organization. 
 

 

 

 

11.24.2014 

Business/project development 
General activity 

Business/project development 
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PepsiCo and the Dupuis Company 

Members of the AIC hosted PepsiCo and the Dupuis Company for a visit to DRIVE6, and 
the AIC participated in an all-day brainstorming session with DRI colleagues and these 
same parties which focused on innovation in recycling PET materials used in PepsiCo 
drinks. 

  

General activity 

The AIC was represented along with DRI at the annual meeting of the American Association of 
Airport Executives (AAAE) pre-conference reception.  A brief presentation on the AIC and it's 
potential role in UAS/UAV was provided to the assembled crowd. 
 

Members of the AIC met with the software provider Hortonworks to discuss a proposal to enlist in 
their service/support in running Hadoop/HDFS and related platforms on the recently installed 
development cluster. 
 

 

 

 

12.1.2014 

Business/project development 
General activity 

Business/project development 

 
The AIC supported a campus visit by Joe Dutra (CEO of Kimmie Candy) and Thomas Bernard 
(Apple data center).  A DRIVE6 demo was included. 
  

 
The AIC visited with the Unique Infrastructure Group concerning their continued interests in local 
economic development plans and internet of things concepts.  Much more discussion is required 
to understand logistics and economics of such a venture which would include DRI. 
  

General activity 

 
The AIC was represented at the Reno Rotary Club weekly luncheon.  Introductions were made to 
a wide variety of Rotarians, and Greg Bortolin is working on the potential of the AIC providing a 
presentation to the group. 
  

 

 

 

12.8.2014 

Business/project development 
General activity 

Business/project development 

 
Nevada Biodevelopment Consortium 

The AIC is participating in the development of the Nevada Biodevelopment 
Consortium along with Sierra Nevada Corporation.  The AIC and SNC have 
engage with the HudsonAlpha Institute from Huntsville, Alabama.  
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EMC squared 

AIC had follow-on discussions with EMC squared, a software consortium, and are 
exploring potential collaborative opportunities.  

  

General activity 

 
The AIC hosted the SAS Institute to demonstrate their software capability in a public DRI 
meeting.  This is part of an ongoing series of vendor demo’s hosted by AIC to highlight 
business intelligence software for dash boards and web publication.  
  

 

 

 

 

 

12.15.2014 

Business/project development 
General activity 

Business/project development 

 
Ascel Bio  

Brian Speicher requested the CIO of Ascel Bio to submit additional documentation to 
support a review of a proposed risk-sharing agreement. 

  

 
University of Alabama Birmingham School of Public Health  

Kimothy Smith and Adrienne Breland had initial discussions with Dr. Suzanne Judd and 
Dr. Ryan Irvin of the University of Alabama Birmingham School of Public Health about a 
collaborative effort and joint proposal to exploit the multiple databases associated with 
the NIH funded REGARDS study.  UAB has been a major participant in the REGARDS 
study. 

  

 
City of Reno  

AIC hosted the City of Reno in another vendor demonstration and evaluation activity. 
  

General activity 

 
Last week AIC had meetings about two potential NSF proposals: 
 
In the first discussion about "Software Infrastructure for Sustained Innovation", two potential 
areas were identified: EcoCELL and Reno Local city development. As an action item, AIC team 
will develop small writeup for the proposal keeping these two areas in consideration, and then 
share with other PIs at DRI. This meeting was attended by AIC team (Kimothy Smith, Brian 
Speicher, Rajat Mehrotra) and Beverly Ramsey. 
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In the second discussion about "Cyber-Innovation for Sustainability Science and Engineering 
(CyberSEES)", a few initial ideas were shared for deciding the primary focus of the proposal. As a 
next step, various interested PIs at DRI will start the discussions through emails. This meeting 
was attended by Kimothy Smith, Rajat Mehrotra, Marc Pitchford, Tim Minor, John Mejia, and Joe 
Grzymski. 
  

 
The AIC Tech Team is working with IT on the development cluster to bring it up to functionality. 
 

 
Kimothy Smith and Brian Speicher participated in the DRI Foundation Board Meeting as a part of 
President Well’s update on commercialization efforts at DRI.   Specifically Brian Speicher spoke 
on business development efforts, interactions with the Foundation Board, and the investment 
community. 
 

 

 

 

12.22.2014 

Business/project development 
General activity 

Business/project development 

 
Ascel Bio  

Received and began to process due diligence oriented documents from Ascel Bio.  
These documents were requested in order that DRI might assess a potential risk-
sharing agreement. 

 

 
Inqiri  

Met with Inqiri to further discuss their predictive analytics/credit risk analysis 
concept, and specifically the AIC proposal for technical support that would be 
useful to them.  They also mentioned their interest in rescheduling a demo for the 
wider DRI community. 

  

 
Skyworks  

A demo day was rescheduled with the UAV firm Skyworks for January 29, 2015.  
  

 
TMRPA 

Met with Kim Robinson, Director of the Truckee Meadows Regional Planning 
Agency to move forward collaborative efforts for data analysis.  
  

 
Arrowdata  

An onsite visit was scheduled for January 28, 2015 with James Fleitz, the VP of 
Sales for Arrowdata to discuss a potential UAS software project being called 
front-row camera. 
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Oklahoma State University  

Conducted a teleconference with Dr. Jacqueline Fletcher, Director of the National 
Institute for Microbial Forensics and Food Defense at Oklahoma State University 
and Beverly Ramsey ED-DEES about collaborations. 
  

General activity 

 
Had numerous meetings with the AIC Tech Team regarding the development cluster and 
bringing it online.   
  

 
Secured the contract with a vendor for support, in consultation with IT. 

 

 

 

 

12.29.2014 

Business/project development 
General activity 

Business/project development 

 
Ascel Bio  

Finalized the approval to engage a third party to conduct an independent 
valuation of Ascel Bio to support ongoing negotiations between DRI -AIC and 
Ascel Bio. 

 

General activity 

 
Conducted coordination meetings between AIC and IT at DRI for our engagement of 
HortonWorks both over teleconference and in preparation for the onsite visit by their 
consultant. 
  

 
Conducted a joint AIC-IT teleconference with HortonWorks to finalize the visit by their 
consultant to maximize the benefit from their onsite visit the week of January 5th.  
 

 
Conducted a teleconference with GreenVision and PositiveID to coordinate a response to 
a Department of Homeland Security Science and Technology Directorate Request for 
Information for aerosol detection technologies. 
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01.05.2015 

Business/project development 
General activity 

Business/project development 

 
MWH  

Conducted a follow up discussion with Steve Weber concerning MWH work to be 
performed in February. 

 

General activity 

 
Conducted a follow up call with Green Vision and PositiveID resulting in a draft response 
to a Department of Homeland Security Request for Information.  Beverly Ramsey 
participated. 
 

 

 

 

 

01.12.2015 

Business/project development 
General activity 

Business/project development 

 
Fingerprinting Express 

Hosted Fingerprinting Express owners for a further discussion of requirements for 
their two projects and to discuss composition and capabilities of the technical 
teams. 

 

 
Truckee Meadows Regional Planning Agency 

Participated in a second requirements gathering meeting with Truckee Meadows 
Regional Planning Agency.  Agreed to jointly scope a pilot project; engage IBM for 
potential funding and involvement; and, to put agreements in place to share data  
from TMRPA to DRI/AIC. 

 

 
Ascel Bio 

Engaged Clearwater Compliance to tentatively assist with HIPAA compliance 
issues for the Ascel Bio project. 

 

General activity 

 
Conducted a DRI-wide Stakeholder meeting. 
 

 
Drafted a progress presentation for the Knowledge Fund Advisory Council and the 
Nevada Legislature. 
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01.19.2015 

Business/project development 
General activity 

Business/project development 

 
Fingerprinting Express 

Kimothy Smith conducted a coordination teleconference with AIC and 
Fingerprinting Express. 
 

 
MWH 

AIC and IT had several planning meetings to discuss DRIVE 6 and the upcoming support 
to the MWH project.  
 
Kimothy Smith conducted a coordination teleconference with AIC and MWH VP Steve 
Weber.  

 

 
Kimothy Smith met with Joe Grzymski to discuss how his projects and the AIC could work to 
mutual benefit.  
  

General activity 

 
Alan Gertler presented an AIC update to the DRI executive staff meeting and the Knowledge 
Fund Advisory Committee in preparation for the legislative session.  
  

 

 

 

 

01.26.2015 

Business/project development 
 

Business/project development 

 
Biomedial Advanced Projects Authority 

Met with the Tech Watch Committee of the Biomedial Advanced Projects Authority 
(BARDA) of the Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) and discussed their 
requirements and possible opportunities for the AIC and DEES/DRI. 
 

 
Defense Threat Reduction Agency (DTRA)  

Provided a seminar overview of the AIC to the scientific committee of the Defense Threat 
Reduction Agency (DTRA) and discussed their requirements and opportunities for the 
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AIC and DEES/DRI. 
 
Met with Dr. Roger Breeze, Chief Scientist of DTRA and discussed potential collaborative 
efforts with AIC and Gates Foundation. 

 

Catalyst Partners 
Met with Catalyst Partners to discuss potential collaborative efforts regarding water policy 
and usage with AIC and NVCOE. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

02.02.2015 

Business/project development 
General activity 

Business/project development 

 
Green Vision/PositiveID 

Teleconference with Green Vision, AIC, and PositiveID to discuss jointly responding to a 
Department of Homeland Security Request for Information. 
 

 
Ascel Bio 

Internal discussions to finalize a “deal” to offer to Ascel Bio post-valuation completion by 
New Bean. 
 
Met with James Wilson, Chief Scientist of Ascel Bio to discuss scheduling an updated 
project plan. 

 

MWH 
Completed a draft contract modification with MWH and submitted it for consideration. 
 

 
Mountain West Accelerator 

Met with Gene Wong, Executive Director of Mountain West Accelerator. 
 

General activity 

 
Met with the AIC Advisory Committee to discuss hiring for the AIC. Meeting notes attached. 
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In conjunction with Heather Green, completed and turned in the AIC Quarterly Report to GOED. 
 

 
Attended the Nevada Institute of Personalized Medicine inaugural event at UNLV. 
 

 

 

 

02.09.2015 

Business/project development 
General activity 

Business/project development 

 
Ascel Bio 

Worked extensively with Dr. Wilson, chief scientist of Ascel Bio to review and update 
work to be performed by AIC. 

  

 
Haws Integrated 

Participated in a discussion between DRI faculty and Haws Integrated where the potential 
partners explored the possible basis of a collaborative engagement to support Haws 
strategic plan implementation. 
  

 
Omniscient Analytics 

Participated in a teleconference with the start-up firm Omniscient Analytics. We 
discussed the basis of a demo to be provided to DRI in the coming weeks. 
 

General activity 

 
Presented a proposal to the DRI Foundation urging the activation of the Desert Research 
Corporation (DRC). A motion was adopted by the Foundation to allow two DRI Foundation 
members to join Beverly Ramsey as Board Members, and place Brian Speicher as the interim 
executive of the DRC. 
 

 
Worked with David McGraw to support his work for the Nevada Department of Transportation. 
  

 
Conducted a site visit at DRI with two potential interns from the UNR School of Community Health 
Sciences. 
  

 
Participated, as a roundtable guest speaking about supply chain and big data, on the Grow 
Nevada 1060 AM radio show with host Steve Funk. 
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02.13.2015 

Business/project development 
General activity 

Business/project development 

 
Ascel Bio 

Completed and delivered revised technical and cost proposal to Ascel Bio.  These were 
accepted. 

  

 
Truckee Meadows Regional Planning Agency 

Met with Kim Robinson, Executive Director of the Truckee Meadows Regional Planning 
Agency to coordinate a joint AIC-TMRPA pilot project. 
  

 
Nevada Department of Transportation 

Developed work breakdown structure, Gantt chart, and cost estimate for work with 
Nevada Department of Transportation, in collaboration with David McGraw. 
 

General activity 

 
Conducted monthly AIC Stakeholder meeting with Joe Grzymski giving a special presentation 
(meeting minutes are attached). 
 

 
Met with Gerold Dermid, Director of the UNR CHS internship programs to coordinate two interns 
to work in the AIC. 
  

 

 

 

 

02.23.2015 

Business/project development 
General activity 

Business/project development 

 
NSF Epscor Nexus  

AIC (Rajat) participated in NSF Epscor Nexus annual project meeting at UNLV. 
  

 
Nevada Department of Transportation  

AIC had a couple of meetings with David Mcgraw (DHS) to start developing a data 
analysis and visualization web portal for Nevada Department of Transportation. 
  

 
Ascel Bio 

Submitted a final term sheet to Ascel Bio. 
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RTKL 

Met with John Ruggieri of RTKL concerning potential collaborations between 
RTKL/Arcadis and DRI. 

 

General activity 

 
AIC (Rajat) attended a conference call for a possible proposal with multi-disciplinary teams at DRI 
(DAS, DEES, AIC) and outside industry partners in the area of PV panels. 
 

 
Speicher spent 3 days representing DRI at a Microbial Science Industry meeting in San 
Francisco. 
 

 
Participated in hosting representatives of Microsoft for a visit to DRI. 
 

 
Met with Karsten Heise concerning telemedicine project concepts. 
 

 
Met with Ian Grieve and Warren Rapp of UNR concerning UAV opportunities in the Isle of Man 
(aka, Mann). 
 

 

 

 

 

03.02.2015 

Business/project development 
General activity 

Business/project development 

 
Bay Angels Investment Group  

Met with Roger King of Bay Angels Investment Group. 
  

 
Nevada Department of Transportation  

AIC had a webex meeting with Nevada Department of Transportation data engineers to 
understand their database and data access methodologies. It will be instrumental in 
developing a data analysis and visualization web portal. 
  

General activity 

 
AIC (Rajat) attended a conference call for a possible proposal with multi-disciplinary teams at DRI 
(DAS, DEES, AIC) and outside industry partners in the area of PV panels. 
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AIC (Rajat) attended a conference call with DRI IT team, UNR, UNLV, SCS for a possible NSF 
proposal opportunity in Campus Cyberinfrastructure. 
 

 
Met with Michael Fagen of the DRI Foundation concerning the re-activation of the Desert 
Research Corporation. 
 

 
Met with Chris Ipsen concerning DRIVE6 technology upgrades. 
 

 

 

 

 

03.09.2015 

Business/project development 
General activity 

Business/project development 

 
Ascel Bio  

AIC met with James Wilson (Ascel Bio) for updates in content and deliverable of 
the already submitted proposal.  
 

 
Nevada Department of Transportation  

AIC had weekly status meeting with David Mcgraw, DHS in regards to ongoing NDOT 
project.  
 

 

Unique Infrastructure Group 
Met with Steve Rosa of Unique Infrastructure Group concerning opportunities in High 
Performance Computing services. 
 

 
Pinoccio (now called Filament) 

Renewed collaborative discussion with Nate Ashley of Pinoccio (now called 
Filament). 
 

Phononic 

Discussed collaborative ideas with thermoelectric battery firm Phononic. 

Aerion Supersonic aviation  
Initiated set-up of on-site visit with Aerion Supersonic aviation.  
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Haws Integrated 

Initiated set-up of onsite visit with Haws Integrated. 

General activity 

 
AIC (Rajat) attended a conference call for a possible proposal with multi-disciplinary teams at DRI 
(DAS, DEES, AIC) and outside industry partners in the area of PV panels. 
 

 
AIC (Rajat) attended a conference call with DRI IT team, UNR, UNLV, SCS for a possible NSF 
proposal opportunity in Campus Cyberinfrastructure. 
 

 
Participated in hosting a DRI visit and tour with a prospective DRI donor introduced by DRI 
Foundation member Mark Bruce. 
  

 
Discussed development of microbial ecology platform with DRI scientist Henry Sun. 
  

 
Discussed development of climate modeling platform with DRI scientists Wilcox, Smith, Mejia and 
Decker. 
  

 

03.16.2015 

Business/project development 
General activity 

Business/project development 

 
Ascel Bio  

AIC met with James Wilson (Ascel Bio) for updates in content and deliverable of 
the already submitted proposal.  
 

 
Nevada Department of Transportation  

AIC had weekly status meeting with David Mcgraw, DHS in regards to ongoing NDOT 
project.  
 

 
US Department of Commerce 

Met with Janis Kalnins, US Department of Commerce representative to discuss project 
opportunities. 
 

 
Pinoccio (now called Filament) 

Participated in call with Pinoccio (now Filament) to further discuss an onsite visit to DRI. 
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Arcadis/RTKL 
Initiated internal business development process in advance of Arcadis/RTKL proposal 
and visit. 

 
Aerion Supersonic aviation  

Exchanged NDA with Aerion Supersonic, and discussed engineering data files that may 
be rendered in DRIVE6 during onsite visit. 

 

EMC/Pivotal  
Hosted area representatives from EMC/Pivotal. 

City of Reno  
Met with Erica Olsen, strategy consultant for City of Reno. 

General activity 

 
AIC submitted a proposal with multi-disciplinary teams at DRI (DAS, DEES, AIC) and outside 
industry partners in the area of PV panels to PREDICTS2, DOE. 
 

 
AIC held their monthly stakeholders meeting on 03/12/2015. Minutes are attached. 
 

 
Participated in internal DRI meeting for updating EcoCells with better instruments for possible 
projects and better presentation to potential customers. 
  

 
Met with Robb Smith, DRI Foundation member to discuss business development opportunities. 
  

 
Met with Adam Watts concerning new Knowledge Fund proposals. 
  

 

 

 

03.23.2015 

Business/project development 
General activity 

Business/project development 

 
Ascel Bio  

AIC replied to James Wilson for clarifications in content and deliverable of the 
already submitted proposal.  
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Nevada Department of Transportation  

AIC had weekly status meeting with David Mcgraw, DHS in regards to ongoing NDOT 
project.  
 

 
Wood Rogers  

Met with Andy Durling of architecture and design firm Wood Rogers concerning urban 
planning activity. 
 

SNC 
Met with Russell Pillers of SNC to discuss participating in a telemedicine pilot project. 
 

General activity 

AIC started interviewing candidates for advertised technologists positions. 

 
Provided a presentation to the Northern NV Council of Supply Chain Management professionals, 
and hosted a tour of DRIVE6. 
 

 
Participated in the Desert Research Foundation Executive Committee discussion concerning the 
Desert Research Corporation. 
 

 
Met with atmospheric and climate modeling team at DRI to discuss project opportunities. 
 

 
Met with Dan Langford concerning the transition of some TTO projects to DRI business 
development. 
 

 

 

 

 

03.30.2015 

Business/project development 
General activity 

Business/project development 

 
Dreamworks  

Hosted David Deuber, visual artist from Dreamworks for a tour of DRIVE6. 
 

 
Nevada Department of Transportation  

AIC had weekly status meeting with David Mcgraw, DHS in regards to ongoing NDOT 
project.  



DRI Applied Innovation Center 

 

 
                                                Page 35 

 

 

 
Arcadis/RTKL  

Sent a draft Memo of Understanding to Arcadis/RTKL concerning the urban planning 
platform. 
 

Met with Dan Langford and Alison Murray concerning microbial ecology business opportunities. 

General activity 

AIC started interviewing candidates for advertised web developer positions. 

 
Met with Jay Arnone and Justin Broglio concerning EcoCell marketing. 
 

 

 

 

 

04.06.2015 

Business/project development 
General activity 

Business/project development 

 
Pinoccio  

Meet with Pinoccio representatives at DRI to dicsuss their technology and corporate 
progress since TechStars. 
 
Attended product demo from Filament (Pinoccio) at DRI. There were also discussions 
about future collaborations. 
 

 
Nevada Department of Transportation  

AIC had weekly status meeting with David Mcgraw, DHS in regards to ongoing NDOT 
project.  
 

 
Apex Logic  

Met with Pourya Dehnadi to discuss Apex Logic collaboration. 
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NevCan  

Had an introductory meeting with Greg McCurdy for executing internal NevCan project. 
 

General activity 

Represented DRI at EDAWN meeting to welcome visiting entrepreneur Janusz Bryzek. 

 
Interviewed one more candidate for advertised Data Analysis/ Visualization research scientist 
position. 
 

 
Hired Andrew Joros (internally from DRI) for the position of Data Analysis/ Visualization Research 
Scientist position. 
 

 

 

 

 

04.13.2015 

Business/project development 
General activity 

Business/project development 

 
UgMO  

Held introductory teleconference with water technology firm UgMO.  
 

 
Nevada Department of Transportation  

AIC is working on NDOT project for David Mcgraw, DHS.   
 

 
Dupuis  

Participated in teleconference with Dupuis team concerning ecology design 
proposal to Paulson Ventures and Audobon Society.  
 
 

 
NevCan  

AIC is working on DRI internal NevCan project.  
 

 
NV Energy  

Established on-site visit schedule with NV Energy. 
 

General activity 
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AIC attended CTREC Stakeholder meeting at DRI. 

 
Conducted exploratory discussion with DRI climate modeling group to explore 
presentation concepts. 
 

 
Developed pitch materials to support the NESEP computing and visualization proposal to 
Northrop Grumman. 
 

 

 

04.20.2015 

Business/project development 
General activity 

Business/project development 

 
Wood Rodgers  

Participated in a meeting at Wood Rodgers concerning remote sensing and architectural 
engineering. 
 

 
Nevada Department of Transportation  

Had weekly status meeting with David Mcgraw, DHS in regards to ongoing NDOT 
project.    
 

 
Aerion  

Hosted the aerospace firm Aerion to present DRI capabilities in engineering design and 
visualization. 
 

 
NevCan  

AIC is working on DRI internal NevCan project. 
 

Control VR  
Held a teleconference with the virtual reality technology firm Control VR. 

General activity 

Beverly and Rajat had meeting with Justin Huntington, DHS for possible projects regarding 
Google Earth Engine and NASA Earth Exchange related projects. 

Attended Department of Transportation Annual Conference in Reno, NV. 
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04.27.2015 

Business/project development 
General activity 

Business/project development 

 
City of Reno  
 

Brian met with John Flansberg, Director of Public Works, City of Reno. 
 

Established agreement with City of Reno to use DRIVE6 as a 3D visualization platform to 
view winning built environment designs for the 260 Winter St. design contest. 
 

 
Nevada Department of Transportation  

Had weekly status meeting with David Mcgraw, DHS in regards to ongoing NDOT 
project.    
 

 
Apex Logic  

Brian met with Pourya Dehnadi to continue a discussion around urban sensing projects. 
 

 
NevCan  

AIC is working on DRI internal NevCan project.  
 

School of Community Health Sciences, UNR  
Kimothy and Beverly met with Trudy Larson, Director, School of Community Health 
Sciences regarding AIC support to upcoming epidemiology R&D opportunities. 

General activity 

We met with Karsten this last week to review our approach to the Phase II proposal. 

 

 

05.04.2015 

Business/project development 
General activity 

Business/project development 

 
Nevada Department of Transportation  

Had weekly status meeting with David Mcgraw, DHS in regards to ongoing NDOT 
project.    
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NevCan  

AIC is working on DRI internal NevCan project. 
 

 
NASA EPSCoR  

Rajat attended NASA EPSCoR Space grant meeting in Las Vegas (April 30th- May 1st). 
 

Met with Donald Basile, venture capital investor, concerning applied innovation at DRI.  

Met with Colin Loretz of the Reno Collective concerning data science talent identification. 

General activity 

AIC had a meeting with Dr. Alison Murray and her future PhD student for possible collaboration in 
future. 

Met with Stan Thomas and Joel Grace (EDAWN), Grant Sims (GOED) and Jeff Pickett to discuss 
opportunities in advanced manufacture. 

 

 

 

05.08.2015 

Business/project development 
General activity 

Business/project development 

 
Nevada Department of Transportation  

Had weekly status meeting with David Mcgraw, DHS in regards to ongoing NDOT 
project.    
 

 
NevCan  

AIC is working on DRI internal NevCan project.  
 

 
City of Reno  

Met with Maureen McKissick at City of Reno to discuss IoT pilot projects. 
 

Naval Surface Warfare Center, US Navy 
Met with Michael Roberts, Branch Head, Naval Surface Warfare Center, US Navy to 
introduce DRI and discuss potential collaborations. 
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Met with Justin Huntingdon to discuss business service collaborations in water analysis. 

AlaskaUAV 
Met with Peter Teagarden, CEO of AlaskaUAV, Adam Watts, and Lynn Fenstermaker to 
discuss UAV applications. 

Montreux Golf Course 
Met with Lisa Anderson, General Manager, and Doug Heinrich, Head Superintendent of 
Montreux Golf Course to discuss remote sensing collaborations. 

LoadIQ 
Met with Hampden Kuhns, founder of LoadIQ to discuss smart meter technology and 
project collaboration. 

TrenLot 
Met with Greg Howard, founder of TrenLot to discuss his remote sensing and data 
analytics solution aimed at the winemaking industry. 

 
NV Energy 

Presented AIC/DRI capabilities to Mary Simmons, VP of Business Development and 
Community Strategy at NV Energy. 

 
 

General activity 

AIC is working on DOE Cybersecurity proposal which is pending early next week. 

 

 

 

05.18.2015 

Business/project development 
General activity 

Business/project development 

 
Nevada Department of Transportation  

Had weekly status meeting with David Mcgraw, DHS in regards to ongoing NDOT 
project.    
 

 
NevCan  

AIC is working on DRI internal NevCan project. 
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City of Reno  

Met with Deanna Gescheider, Director of Communications and Community Engagement, 
City of Reno, concerning analysis of data taken in from the Reno Direct call center. 
 

 
Met with Kai Tao, Founder of Discoverme, CEO of Fan Backed and VC. 

 

Grand Rounds 
Met with Founders and Corporate Execs of Grand Rounds. 

The Underground VFX 
Hosted John Maddock of the visual effects design studio The Underground VFX for a 
demo of DRIVE6 and a discussion of visualization collaboration ideas. 

UgMO 
Executed nondisclosure agreement with the water technologies company UgMO. 

 
CHOPS Animation Studios 

Met with Gary Jesch and Dana Stamos of CHOPS Animation Studios to preview their 
avatar software capabilities. 

 

 
 
Hosted Amy Cummings and her design team from the Regional Transportation Commission, as 
well as Mark Casey, VP at Wood Rodgers, for a DRIVE6 demo and a discussion concerning pilot 
projects in both architectural design and IoT sensor deployment. 
 
 

General activity 

AIC submitted DOE Cybersecurity proposal. 

Participated in discussion concerning the launch of the Desert Research Corporation at the DRI 
Foundation Executive Committee meeting. 

Met with Nate Allen and Kumud Acharya about joint AIC-COE activities. 

Discussed AIC needs with Bob Lucey and Stan Thomas from Washoe and EDAWN respectively. 
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The AIC held its monthly stakeholder meeting. Dr. Gunes presented Complex Networks and the 
Potential for Interdisciplinary Studies. 21 people attended.  

Dr. Joe Grzymski was named Senior Director of the Applied Innovation Center.  

 

05.22.2015 

Business/project development 
General activity 

Business/project development 

 
Nevada Department of Transportation  

Had weekly status meeting with David McGraw, DHS in regards to ongoing NDOT 
project.    
 

 
NevCan  

AIC is working on DRI internal NevCan project.  
 

 
Wexus  

Met with Justin Huntington and the water/energy analysis firm Wexus to discuss business 
opportunities in water use analysis. 
 

Met with Kai Tao founder of Discover Me and Managing Partner of Park One Capital. 

National Biosurveillance Integration Center  
Met with Steve Bennett, Director of National Biosurveillance Integration Center, US Dept. 
of Homeland Security. 

Met with Steven DuPuis, Principal of the DuPuis Group, and Michael Besacon, former SVP of 
Whole Foods to discuss technology innovation in climate, weather and water analysis. 

Met with Greg Howard of TrenLot and Steven DuPuis to discuss technology innovation in the 
wine and whiskey industries. 

General activity 

Met with Dr. Michael Kos about cancer informatics and research opportunities in biomedicine. 
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Met with Nathan Allen and Kumud Acharya about COE/AIC partnerships. 

Met with Dave Decker about AIC/Military applied research opportunities. 

AIC is working on NSF, Sustainable Software Infrastructure (SSI) proposal. 

Two MPh, Graduate students from UNR started their summer internship at AIC this week. 

 

 

05.29.2015 

Business/project development 
General activity 

Business/project development 

 
Nevada Department of Transportation  

Had weekly status meeting with David McGraw, DHS in regards to ongoing NDOT 
project.    
 

 
NevCan  

AIC is working on DRI internal NevCan project.  
 

 
Rajat met with Dr. Steve Liang from University of Calgary to discuss about potential collaborative 
opportunities with Open Geospatial Consortium (OGC) sensor web community. 

 

Rajat met with Dr. Paul G. Flikkema from Northern Arizona University for possible collaboration 
regarding ECOCells Cyber physical system development. 

Underground VFX 
Met with John Maddock of the Underground VFX concerning project concepts. 

 
Ascel Bio 

Met with Jim Wilson. 
Conferenced with Ascel Bio. 
Conferenced with Holand and Hart regarding Ascel Bio. 
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Catalyst partners 
Met with Rish Wood, Catalyst partners. 

Nevada Drug Discovery Alliance  
Met with Maaike Everts, PhD Director of Nevada Drug Discovery Alliance. 

Conferenced with XX regarding drug discovery partnerships. 

Met with David AuCoin, UNR re: Drug discovery partnerships. 

UgMO   
Held a conference call with UgMO senior executives to discuss water sensor pilot 
projects. 

Met with DRI climate/weather modeling faculty to begin to assemble a pilot business services 
platform. 

General activity 

Rajat attended "NIST Cybersecurity for Smart City Infrastructure" workshop in Gaithersburg, 
Maryland. 

Participated in interview with RGJ reporter concerning importance of DRI in Nevada. 

Attended the Reno Tahoe AMA meeting. 

 

 

06.08.2015 

Business/project development 
General activity 

Business/project development 

 
Nevada Department of Transportation  

Had weekly status meeting with David McGraw, DHS in regards to ongoing NDOT 
project.    
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NevCan  

AIC is working on DRI internal NevCan project.  
 

City of Reno 
Brian met with Pourya Dehnadi, Rajat Mehrotra, Maureen McKissick, Bill Thomas, and 
John Flansberg concerning City of Reno IoT pilot project opportunities. 

Fortifiber 
Met with DRI team and Fortifiber President and CEO Chris Yount to discuss ongoing 
water-use experiments in EcoCells. 

High Fidelity 
Met with High Fidelity CEO Philip Rosedale concerning virtual reality technology 
collaboration. 

Neo Biotech 
Represented DRI as part of a due diligence visit by a relocating life sciences firm called 
Neo Biotech. 

Met with Steve Weber. 

Met with Tom Schwenk, dean UNSOM. 

General activity 

Attended the MIT EmTech Digital Technology conference in San Francisco, CA. 

Attended the DRI Foundation meeting and provided a brief overview of Desert Research 
Corporation positioning. 

Rajat submitted letter of Intent for a DOE FOA on Dynamic Distributed Resource Management 
(DDRM). 

Worked on new joint AIC/UNR center with Dave AuCoin. 

Presented at DRIRF. 
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06.15.2015 

Business/project development 
General activity 

Business/project development 

 
Nevada Department of Transportation  

Had weekly status meeting with David McGraw, DHS in regards to ongoing NDOT 
project.    
 

 
NevCan  

AIC is working on DRI internal NevCan project.  
 

MWH 
Spoke with MWH about visualization. 

mBio 
Met with Chris Myatt CEO and Founder of mBio- DRI is now under mNDA. 

United Construction  
Met with Raymond Zavalla of United Construction. 

Geofortis  
Met with Jim Bowen and David McMurty of Geofortis to discuss collaboration. 

Knf Technologies 
Participated in an introductory webex with predictive analytics company knf 
Technologies. 

Met with Robb Smith. 

Met with Mike Kazmierski. 
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Met with Nate Allen.  
 
 
 

General activity 

Rajat & Steve attended Annual Hadoop Summit 2015 in San Jose, CA June 9-11. 

Joe and Brian were interviewed by Nevada Business Magazine. 

Conducted phone interviews for the computational lead hire. 

Met with new DRI/DEES employee Meghan Collins to discuss education/information content 
ideas in support of AIC/DRI branding and public relations. 

Completed a promotional video to qualify for a speaker position at an upcoming TEDx 
conference. 

 

 

 

06.22.2015 

Business/project development 
General activity 

Business/project development 

 
Nevada Department of Transportation  

Had weekly status meeting with David McGraw, DHS in regards to ongoing NDOT 
project.    
 

 
NevCan  

AIC is working on DRI internal NevCan project.  
 

LoadIQ 
Visited with Hampden Kuhns, Founder of LoadIQ for an update concerning the evolution 
of his start-up venture. 

Geofortis 
Met with Jim Bowen to begin negotiating a contract services arrangement between DRI 
and Geofortis focused on pozzolan product development. 
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City of Reno  
Met with Jeff Mann, City of Reno Director of Parks and Terry Magstadt, City of Reno Park 
Maintenance Supervisor concerning IoT pilot projects ideas. 

 
CalCom Solar  

Met with Nic Stover CEO of CalCom Solar and Justin Huntington concerning potential 
partnerships around water use analysis. 

 

General activity 

Participated in a teleconference with Mark Bruce, DRI Foundation Trustee, concerning the 
preparation of DRI materials in support of his attendance at a public-private partnership executive 
education session.  

AIC had meeting with Justin Huntington (DHS) for developing an AIC + Hydro-meteorology group 
website. 

 

 

 

 

06.29.2015 

Business/project development 
General activity 

Business/project development 

 
Nevada Department of Transportation  

Had weekly status meeting with David McGraw, DHS in regards to ongoing NDOT 
project.    
 

 
NevCan  

AIC is working on DRI internal NevCan project.  
 

Autodesk 
Met with Stefan Rollins of Autodesk. 

Cisco 
Met with Angela Yu of Cisco IoT Division. 

The Data Guild 
Met with Cameron Turner of The Data Guild. 
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Digital Foundry  
Met with Steve Turko of the Digital Foundry. 

Tack 
Met with Juan Sanchez and Faye Wolf of Tack. 

Skully 
Met with Josh Bloom of Skully. 

TechShop 
Met with Andrew Calvo of TechShop. 

Filament 
Met with Matt Bertram and Nate Ashley of Filament. 

Xively  
Met with Adam Lewis of Xively. 

General activity 

Joe attended BIO and had a series of meetings, gave a talk and networked. 

Rajat and Brian attended O’Reilly Media Solid IoT Conference in San Francisco. 

 

 

Section V: Appendix 

 

Appendix 1 – Sales Pipeline 
 

Attached in Excel. 

 
[Only include opportunities that are new or have progressed in the sales pipeline. List multiple 

opportunities with the same company separately. Include the TOTAL previous and current number 

(#) of opportunities in each stage of the sales pipeline. Company names may be anonymized with 

unique identifiers only if required by confidentiality agreements. Attach spreadsheet if needed] 


